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that it eannct earry through the State Par-
liament a reasonable proposal? If that is
so, it cshould no longer exist. 1t ought to
have confidence in the institution which
gives it its life. That is the present position.
This Parliament gives the Government its
life, Tt is not here at the wish of the
eleetors; it is here at the wish of Parliament,
and yet it ignores Parliament on every pos-
sible oceasion and, as I said, rushes off te
Canberra.

Mr. Seward: You will he asking it to do
some work directly.

Mr. WATTS: If the Government were
bona fide in its determination to upsct the
decision of the Arbitration Court, because
that decision was an injustice to the workers,
whiech—as I said—I am not at the moment
prepared to deny, if it was bona fide in
its intention to upset that deeision, then
why did it not let the member for East
Perth diseuss the Bill which he introdueced
on the 21st April last?

Mr. Cross: The member for East Perth
was not present when the Bill came on.
You know that.

The Minister for Labour: He was at
Northam earning a legal fee that day.

Mr. WATTS: T was not aware that the
hon. member was absent; but, in any ease,
the Bill was perfectly clear.

Mr. Cross: The member for East Perth
was absent.

Mr. WATTS: The position is that there
was a Bill on the notice paper to amend this
section of the Act. If the matter were of
suflicient importance, a Bill could have heen
introduced to male the increase retrospective
to the day on which the Federal order was
made, If the worst came to the worst, the
Bill conld have been diseussed last week.
The Standing Orders could have heen sus-
pended for the purpose.

Mr. Marshall: No. They could not.

My, WATTS: I have made two mistakes
in five minutes, but that cannot be helped.
The present Govermment, which does not
hold office beeanse the clectors asked it to
do so, but beeause Parliament said it counld
do so, owes a duty to Parliament which it
has not faithfully discharged. Instead, it
has run away from its duty and gone to the
Commonwealth Government to help it out
of its diffieulties, when it ought to have come
to the right place. If it helieves that State
rights should be wupheld, it should uphold
those rights; bat it has not done 50 in the
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last few months in all matters of vital im-
portance. Today we hear of another matfer
that is under Federa! consideration. I refer
to the cream zoning. If the State Govern-
ment will oppose that, I shall be led to
believe that what I have sald might have
had some eilect.

On motion by Mr. J. H. Smith, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 521 pm,

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 13th Awgust, 1942.
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).
TANXATION.
Deduction for A.R.P. Erpenditure.”

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT asked the Chief
Secretary: Will he inform members the re-
sult of the motion carried in this House on
the 12th May, 1942, protesting against the
non-allowance of certain A.R.P. expenditure
as a deduction for the purpose of income
tax?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
motion referred to requested an amendment
of Section 52 of the State Income Tax
Assessment Act, 1937. This Act is not now
operative. Representations have been made
to the Commonwealth Government, so far
without result.

CORONERS' COMMITTALS AND
COURT COXVICTIONS.

Hon. H TUCKEY asked the Chief Sce-
retary: 1, How many persons have heen
committed for trial by eoroners in the mei-
ropolitan distriets during the past three
years? 2, How many of these ecases have
been withdrawn from trial by the Crown
Law Department entering a nolle prosequi?
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3, How many of those who were tried before
a judge and jury were found guilty?
The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,

Eleven. 2, Six. 3, Two.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)

[219]: It is the duty of every member of
Parliament to aid our great war effort in
every way possible. Beoth in our comntry
centres and in the metropolitan area the
dominant desire is to rvender assistance and
any adverse comment that may be voiced
will, T am sure, be expressed with the idea of
being helpful and not for the purpose of
indulging in destructive eriticism. Unfor-
tunately I was not present when the Leader
of the House moved the motion of condol-
ence with the relatives of the late Hon. J.
M. Macfarlane. I desire fo express my re-
gret at the passing of our late eolleague,
which was a loss not only to this House,
but also to business circles in Western Aus-
tralia. T well remember him as a young
man, and as one of the founders of busi-
nesses that have proved so important to pri-
mary producers. We shall all miss him and
both we and the people who dealt with him
for years in the business sphere have lost
a pgood friend.

It is a pleasure for me to see my old
friend, Mr. Gibson, in this Chamber. With
his knowledge, experience of loeal govern-
ment affairs and business training he will
be a valnable addition to the House. Every
aequaintance of Mr. Gibson knows that he
is a kindly man and has always been help-
ful to those who have required his advice.
I can assure him I am delighted to see him
here. I have also known Mr. Richard Cor-
nish from his carly youth. As a boy he was
in my distriet. Listening lo the speech ha
delivered yesterday, I was struck by the fact
that in him we have a very sympathetic pri-
mary producer from the North, His remarks
about keeping people on the land were in-
teresting to hear. In him [ feel that the
House has gained a praetical, energetic man.
Eighteen months ago I paid a visit to the
North—really a health trip—and I called at
Carnarvon. I was there for about 1% hours
and during that time Mr. Cornish showed
me more than I have seen in a similar period
anywhere else. A man with the energy he
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possesses is bound to be a very good mem-
ber in this House.

I desire to refer to the rabbit problem
and the imposition of the royalty on skins.
Mz, Craig asked the Minister whether the
(Government was deoing anything about this
matter and was assured that a case had
been put to the Eastern States, where it
was considered that the impost was no
oreat detriment to trapping and that the
shortage of manpower was the canse of
the great increase in rabbits in the farming
areas. That may be so from their point
of view, but I have here an article that was
printed in the Vietorian Press on the 19th
June in which it is stated that before the
imposition of the royalty the highest grade
skins were worth 78d. and the lowest grade
30d. When the royalty was levied the
price fell to 52d. and 17d. respectively.

Han, . H, H. Hall: Per 16.9

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes. After that
the prices for suceessive moniths were as
follows:—66d.; 58d.; 50d.; 544.; 484.;
45d., and 31d. T¢ is now 524. That is
definite proof that the impost must have
interfered with the price of skins. When
the Government intreduced this legislation
the only objeetion raised in the Federal
Parliament was that voiced by Mr. Prowse,
M.H.R. Moreover, the Federal legislation
was intraduced in the early hours of the
morning. The Government asked to be
permitted to levy 2s. 6d. a lb. It bas
already by regulation charged 1s. 6d. a Ib.
If the levy is raised to 2s. 6d. a b., good-
ness only knows what the ultimate effeet
will be. TLast night’s ‘‘Daily News’’ con-
tained a statement by Mr. Jack Grose
whom I know well—he operates not only
in Ratanning and Narrogin but in Nor-
tham and Perth as well—indieating that
the menace of the rabbit pest is greatly
inereaging. Notwithstanding that faet, in
view of the Commonwealth royalty trap-
pers are not operating to any extent, and
in eonsequence insufficient supplies of rah-
bits are available for the Perth market.
The price of meat is frequently referred
to as excessive and hecause of the im-
post by the Federal authority, a good sub-
stitute that is available in plentiful quan-
tities eannot be procured by the publie. It
is time the State Government was induced
to press the Federal Government to re-
move the royalty. Thronghout the Somth.
West and other arens where the rabhit
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scourge has not been serious, the position
is rapidly changing. The other day I took
a trip through the Gnowangerup distriet,
and in the laie afternocon I noticed rab-
bits in vast numbers running across the
road and disappearing in the neighbouring
paddocks. The local road board has asked
me to bring this matter before Parliament
with a view to having the situation dealt
with.

With regard to lighting restrictions, this
House in ils wisdom disallowed certain
regulations with a result that the Govern-
ment sent East to receive instrnctions from
the Federal authorities. In that instance,
as on other occasions, the State Govern-
men{ resorted to that course in order to
minimise the effect of the disallowance of
regulations or other action taken Ly this
Chamher. I will place before members a
reporl that appeared in the Adelaide
“¢Chronicle’ on the 23rd July last. 7The
article reads—

MOTOR CAR LIGHTS.
Masking Regulation Reseinded.

Last week the State Cabinet rescinded the
regulation requiring motor ears to have their
headinmps masked or shaded. Headights may
now bhe used as on pre-war nights, except that
they must not show a beam towards the sea.

In stating that this restrietion would be con-
tinued, Mr, Playford said that it would be
liberally interpreted, with the commonsgense of
motorists governing what they should do. It
would not, for instance, be necessary for motor-
ists driving down the Anzac Highway to Glen-
elg. to mask their lights, but it would be an
offenec to leave a ear with its headlights show-
ing out to sen.

That serves to indieate that the South Aus-
tralian Government is able to deal with this
matter itself. Why eannot the Government

of this State act similarly?
+~Hon. C. B. Williams: Hear, hear!

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I take it that each
State has its own regulations, yel the West-
ern Australian (Government has had to ap-
proach the Federal Government for protee-
tion hecause this Chamber disallowed cor-
tain of our loecal regulations. Dealing with
another phase affecting this question of
lichting, T understand that arrangements
have heen made by whoever is responsible,
for one or two Perth firms to manufacture
motor headlight masks, priced at 18s. 6Gd.
cach. Tn country distriets (here are many
plumbers uite capable of doing that work
and torning out an article that will cost
metorists only 10s. 6d.
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Hon. H. Tuckey: They ean make the
masks; theve is nothing to prevent them
doing so,

Hon. H, V', PIESSE: T understand that in
& reply from the authorities concerned it
was stated that masks were available and
that the country masks allowed more light
te esecape than those manufactured in the
eity. I trust it will not be necessary for
counlry motorists to procure their masks
from the eity. One of the outstanding de-
sires of those representing country distriets
is to ensurc that the primary producers ve-
main on their holdings. To achieve that
end is csseotial for the well-heing of the
State as a whole.

ITon. G. W. Miles: City members realise
that fact.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I think evervune
realises it. Those who represent eountry
distriets ave more keenly aware of the dis-
abilities nnder which farmers ave lahouring,
and appreeiate fo a greater extent the pin-
pricks that in some instances ave forcing the
producers off their properties. One matter
that has caused some concern refers to the
impressing of farmers' trucks. I have in
mind an instance of an old gentleman who
is T4 years of age, One of hiy sons was
badly wounded a few weeks ago when he
lost an arm, Unfortunately another son
died. The five men who were working on
his property have gone into camp and his
daughter has linked up with the R.A AW
This 74-vear-old man is left alone to con-
trol his farm. He is responsible for shear-
ing 3,500 sheep, and for looking after
13,000 aeres of land, not all of which is
first-class country. Reeently he recoived
notice that his truck might be impressed.
He wrote to me and I communieated with
the authorities peinting out the disabilities
under which the man was labonring and the
position he would be placed in if his truek
was taken. Three days ago the impressing
officer arrived on his farm and plaeed the
Government stamp on the old man’s truck,
which subseguently was removed from the
district. The old man did not abjeet to his
truck heing taken for war purposes. In
fact he visitel me at my offiee and with
tears in his eyes =aid, “If they wani my
3,500 shrep and if they want cverything T
have, they can take it if it is necessary for
the war effort.”

That is quite all right bhut why should
that old man suffer as a result of the action
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by the authorities when we sce so many
trucks running around Perth and else-
where some of which eould easily be im-
pressed in preference? At the time the
truek was taken the impressing officer
visited me and said “Mr. Piesse, you wrote
to the depnriment about this man and his
truck. Fle handed over the truck very wil-
lingly and did not even objeet.” I said,
“T know he would not object. He is not
the type. A man who has all his family
engaged in the war is not the sert to ob-
jeet if the military authorities want his
truck.” My point is that the impressing of
vehicles should he done on an eguitable
basis, The other day 12 trucks were railed
throngh Katanning alone and one carrier
in the distriet has been notified that he will
have to lose one of his trucks. Surely
the hoard could leave untouched trucks
used by carriers so that they will
be able to handle farmers’ goods.
Unless means of transport are available for
handling goods in the distriet, we shall be
in a bad way. If the military authorities
want trucks, I shall be the first to vield up
mine. Indeed, I was one of the flvst to have
a truck impressed in Perth, instead of a
truek in the country being impressed.

I consider that the State Government
might recommend the Pederal Government
and the impressing authority to purchase
other trucks fo replace those repossessed in
the country, where they had heen doing im-
portant work. I drove around the streets
of Perth a little time ago and marked down
65 trucks which in my opinion though per-
haps not in the opinion of the military anth-
orities quite suitable for their purposes,
could have been taken for Army work. In-
cluded in the number were several hrewery
trneks and seven or eight aerated water
manufacturers’ trucks, I listed the numbers
of the wvchicles beecause I wanted to have
available evidence on the suhject. On mak-
.ing inquiry I found that those trucks are
not altogether suitahle for the needs of the
military; but if they are not suitable in that
respeet, they could be repossessed to take
the place of trucks suitable for military pur-
poses which have been requisitioned in the
country or elsewhere while doing important
work. This is one of the points to be borne
in mind ecarefully. Every class of business
carried on in Western Australia must re-
eeive consideration.

177

Yesterday after leaving Parliament House
T walked into a fruit shop and said to the
proprietor, “You seem to be having a pretty
lean time.” The reply was, “I don’t think
the stocks in my shop foday are worth £20.”
He had no sweets on display apart from =
line of cough drops, for which I had gone in,
thus being a lueky customer. It is clear
that a shopkeeper cannot go on long selling
a few sweets. I asked Lthe man, “As regards
the business of selling sweets, at how much
do you estimate your loss this winter?” His
reply was, “Well over £400 in this little
shop, and how long I can survive I do not
know. I am merely hanging on from day
to day, hoping that some regulation may be
issued which will improve my position.” I
am told on goed authority that in the East-
ern States chocolates and other sorts of con-
fectionery are still purchasable. In Western
Australia, however, no confectionery what-
ever ean now be bought. If that is necessary
for the war effort, I do not object; but I
hold that the Eastern States should not be
producing confectionery while Western Aus-
tralia is completely out in the eold, with
shopkeepers and others going to the wall
here.

From time to time eomplaints are heard
about our natives and their treatment. At
the outset let me say that I have no com-
plaint to make concerning the Department
of Native Affairs and its Minister. They
are doing their best with the relatively small
Vote granted them, They are frequently the
subject of condemnation becanse of the way
in which natives and half-castes earry out
their work., "They are told te bring in all
gorts of regulations compelling these people
to work properly. Let me give an instance
which oecewrred on a farm of mine. Instead
of applying to the Manpower Board for a
white man to carry on the farm—as I had
the right to do—I said to my foreman, “We
will put up with a nigger; we will have a
half-caste.” We did so, and the result was
that the half-easte went away four or five
times and was not to be found when wanted.

Eventnally I reported him to the Manpower

Board, and he was put info eamp.  Of
course this does nobt involve any responsi-
hility as regards the Minister or his depart-
ment. The department makes those abori-
gines and half-castes available. [ shall be
starting shearing in Katanning on the 5th
Septemher, and all the men handling the
wool will be natives. In faet, one of the
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shearers is a half-easte. But when one sees
the number of men in Carrolup, one some-
times thinks that in some way or other they
could be brought under necessary regula-
tions, making them amenable to contre! by
the people employing them. They seem to
have a glorified holiday when in employ-
ment, after which they go back to Carrclup
to spend a vaeation, as it were. Yesterday's
“West Australian” stated that all those
native and half-caste men and women had
their occupations set ont for them.

It was with great pleasure I listened to
Dr. Hislop’s speech yesterday. In fact, it
was one of the most interesting speeches I
have heard in this Chamber. The delivery
of that speech goes to prove that when men
of knowledge and experience are elected to
this Chamber and give adviee, that advice
should be accepted by every member, I sug-
gest that the Chamber should appoint a
seleet committee to consider Dr. Hislop’s re-
commendations.

In country centres I have had a great
deal to do with the Police Department. T
was assoeiated with the police as a Justice
of the Peace for many years, and in my
opinion nine times out of ten the average
policeman earries out his duties with great
eredit to the department and to himself.
The vice squad, to which references have
bheen made, was appointed when it became
essenlial. It is wmost necessary now. I
feel that the work earried out by it will
prove helpful not only to the young people
of Western Australia but especially to our
girls and the soldiers.

The drink question has alse been debated.
Wheve it is possible, the military authori-
ties shonld, I think, give notice to eating-
houses when there is likely to be a sudden
influx of refurned soldiers. This was
brought to my attention on Wednesday last,
when a convoy arrived. My son happened
to be in that convoy, and he and I took
tea in a cafe. Three soldiers came in and
asked for a meal. The proprietor had to
refuse them, having sold out every single
article of food in his plaee, T know his
statement to that effect to be perfectly cor-
reet. He had not even an egg in the place.
One of the soldiers then said, **This is a
nice wayv to treat men who have returned
after heing at the Front for 215 years.”
And so it was. It was not the fault of the
proprietor. I said to one of the soldiers,
“*Why do you not endeavour to get a meal
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somewhere else?'’ He replied that he had
already been to eight places. He had had
a few drinks. As an old soldier I know
what happens on those oceasions. The
soldier would have been quite content if he
had heen able to get a decent feed, hut at
seven o’clock at night he was still walking
around the streets locking for one. At
least 300 soldiers were congregated at the
Palace Hotel corner. The ery was, ‘‘ Where
ean we get something to eat?” At that
time there was a big influx of men, some-
where about 2,000, Very fine work has
been carried out in Perth by the Citizens
Reception Committee. The men I speak
of were strangers to Perth. They were
having a little jollification up to six p.m.
and were then shot out into the street.
That was when the trouble started. The
military authorities should permit the eafes
to keep extra food on hand to meet cases
of emergency such as I have mentioned.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You are not forgetting
potatoes T hope.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: I thank the hon.
memnzher for that interjection.  Members,
owing to the present shortage of potatoes,
wonder what has happened to the market.
Some of them, as well as the public, have
gone so far as to say thal since the Gov-
ernment brought in potato licensing it has
been impossible to get potatoes. It is ab-
surd to think thatl after the Potato Growers
Licensing Act had been proclaimed some
three months ago, we cannot now buy pota-
toes. The condilion of affairs appertain-
ing today has induced me to say something
on the subject, and to indieate why pota-
toes ecannot be purchased now as heretofore.

Hon. A. Thomson: You must educate the
public,

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: And members as
well! I was very pleased to receive Mr.
Clem Foster, the potato controller of the
new Australian Committee that has been
appointed under the Commerce Depart-
ment, Mr. Foster is an old friend of mine.
I have met him every year I visited the
Eastern States, and have had many oppor-
tunities of discussing with him matters af-
fecting the potato industry. Ho is a prae-
tical grower himself. On his arrival in
Perth he was met by Mr. Morgan, the head
of the TInspection of Potatoes Braneh of
the Agrienltural Departmenf. The first re-
mark he made was that of a practical man
who knew what he was talking about. An
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itinerary had been prepared for the visitor,
and the department had done everything
possible to assist him in his work here, Mr,
Foster said in my office, “I am going to
visit the growers. That is my job. I will
deal with them first, and then with the mer-
chants and other people in Perth.” Through
the courtesy of the Department and of Mr.
Murray the trip was arranged. Mr. Bur-
vill accompanied Mr. Foster and they had
an interesting trip. I have heard many re-
marks and veceived many letters indieating
that it is a change to have a practical man
sent to us by a Federal Department,

Throughout My, Foster’s visit to Western
Australia he was reccived as a praetical
grower and looked npon as a good man. He
has done exeellent work. True, he has been
ably assisted by Mr. Morgan and other offi-
cials, ns well as by the Minister for Agri-
eulture. All these who stand behind the
industry have done what they could to help
Mr, Foster. While he was here he formed
a committee. It has on it an officer of the
Price Fixing Department, who is acting as
a liaison officer. | It is unlike any other pri-
mary producing scheme of supply to the
military authorities, and is run by the Com-
merce Department, A representative from
the Military Supply Department is a mem-
ber of the committee and two growers have
also been appeinted, I think the organisa-
tion will prove very workable.  City in-
tevests are also represented. The idea is that
the committee shall supply the military
authorities and the consuming public with
potatoes, if possible maintaining the present
trade channels. The State is to be divided
intoe zones, and each #zome will reeeive its
quota of potatoes delivered to wholesale
merchants. The wholesale merchants are to
be lieensed, and their profits ave to become
practically a service charge. The eharges
will be checked by the Potato Committee in
collaboration with the Price Fixing Com-
missioner. That is an outline of what the
committee will do. Mr. Foster was de-
lighted to know we had a Potato Growers
Licensing Act. That enabled him to ob-
tain information as to the number of grow-
ers who had been registered to date.

In war-time an Aet soon becomes opera-
tive, and the necessary regulations are unsu-
ally promulgated without loss of time. One
regulation issued by the BState Gov-
ernment under the Potato Growers Licensing
Act, provides that unless a grower is
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registered he cannot get any supplies of
super. Naturally, the growers will lose no
time in becoming rvegistered, That will save
the department a lot of work in making a
search for those people who are growing
potatoes, When I have discussed the mea-
sure in the House on different oceasions I
have been subjected to a certain amount of
eriticism. Here I wonld express my thanks,
on behalf of the growers, to the Govermment
for bringing the Act into force. Several
people have written to me and asked why
I bad selected Mr. Burvill aud Mr. Rose
to be members of the board, and it was sug-
gested that 1 might have sclected a hetter
pair. I point out that the Minister in con-
trol has the power to seleet the members of
the hoard, and that no-one else has any-
thing to do with the watter. It is purely
a Government seleetion, and it has nothing
to do with any member of Parliament.
With regard to the shortage of potatoes,
I point ont that ahout six months ago we
approached the Price Fixing Commissioner.
Mr. Burvill and I, as representatives of the
Federal Advisory Committee, came to Perth
andd discussed the price that was being
charged. We asked ihe Commissioner to in-
ercase that price, and puat it on a parity
with that obtaining in Eastein States capi-
tal cities. The Commissioner in his wisdom
said that the instructions he had received
as well as the cost of production wounld not
permit of his inereasing the price above
£11 pev tom, Perth. That meant a price in
the country of, roughly, £) 53. Some weeks
later an export price for potatoes was fixed
at £12, Can anyone imagine a farmer grow-
ing 30 tons of potatoes and accepiing a
loeal price of £11 per ton when by export-
ing them he could get £12 per ton? If
freight was available the grower would not
be likely to turn down £600 in eash for his
50 tons of produce. He would not con-
sider that people in the ecity might want
potatoes. We brought that matiter up, and
I know that the department alse brought the
export phase hefore the notice of the Com-
merce Department at Canberra, but re-

‘eeived no satisfaetion.

Hon. A. Thomson : The position is absurd.

Hon. H. V, PIESSE: Officials dealing
with the position knew nothing aheut it.
Had they gone to the Department of Agri-
culture and taken the advice of Myr. Morgan
and of the Under Secretary no export price
wonld have been fixed. If the Minister had
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his way the export price would be knocked
out on the spot. The 1,500 tons, approxi-
mately, of potatoes which have heen exported
in the last six months would have remained
in Western Australia.

Hon. W. J. Mann: People would have
been able ta get potatoes.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The Military Sup-
ply Department eame into the picture and
immediately competition arese helween it
and the merchants. The question was: Whe
bhad the most money? The military aunthori-
ties won, and bought up a tremendous
quantity of potatoes.

Hon, & 'W. Miles: The soldiers have so
many potatoes they can hardly look them in
the face.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: That is so. A loss
of potatoes has occurred. That would not
have happened if a storage price to the
grower had been fixed. The Price Fixing
Commissioner eould have said, “We will
give you £11 per ton, and will allow vou so
much per ton for storage” The grower
wonld have looked after the potatoes, if he
knew his job, instead of their being forced
on to the market. Any man who has pro-
duce to sell wiil dispose of it at the best
price. I myself would accept 2d. a bushel
less for my oats in the field if I had 1,000
bags and the buyer had agreed to cart them
off my property.

The Chief Seeretary: What is the nature
of the loss?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The loss amounts
to pure waste. The military anthorities were
over-supplied whereas the public are going
without potatoes. Had the supply been
properly regulated through the Department
of Agrienlture, there would have been
enough potatoes for the consumers as well
as for the military anthorities,

Hon. L. Craig: There is always a big loss
on potatoes that are stored.

The Chief Seeretary: Is there any loss as
a result of fly9

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes, when the
potatoes are stored. 'That is the position
today. T have great hopes regarding the
new committee. It is made up of practical
men who can speak with authority.
People who go to them will know that they
are going to men who understand what they
are doing. Another thing we have to con-
tend with is the difference between the price
of potatees in Perth and the price in Syd-
nev.  This matter was brought before the
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notice of Mr. Foster. The price in Perth is
£11 per ton, but in Sydney it is £18. Why
should we be treated as exporters when we
have not enough potatoes for ourselves? We
do not want to export them.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Who is responsible
for that?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The Price Fixing
Commissioner.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: State or Federal?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The Commissioner
fixed a Jocal price of £11, and the grower
has thercefore decided to sell at the export
price of £12. The Government did its best
from the very ountset to prevent export.

Hon. A. Thomson: The question is why
a price of £11 was fixed for Western Aus-
tralia and £18 for Sydney.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: It appears that
Professor Copland woni into the ecost of
production and declared that that was the
priee that would be fixed for Western Aus-
tralin,  Apparently the officials knew in
ahout two minutes what they wanted. They
took their own cost of production and our
price was fixed on that.

Hon. E. H, H. Hall: Did Professor Cop-
land do that?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: It was done by his
department,

ITon. E. H. H. Hall: Then he is the man.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: He was responsible.
I hope that the next time there is an
Address-in-reply debate we will find a bet-
ter state of affairs in this country. The
growers have been asked to produce more
potatoes, and they are prepared to do that.
Tt was said in the Eastern States a few
days ago that the Government intended to
take over the land if the farmers would
not produce the potatoes. Where it is neces-
sary for a war, or a civilian, effort the
land shounld be taken over. Everyone is
prepared to do that, but the one big thing
that we are up against in primary pro-
duetion i manpower.

The Potate Committee has the power if
a glut or aver-production shounld oceur to
leave the potatoes in the ground and pay
cowmpensation less the cost of the bags and
dipging. The farmer, for once in his life.
has a little brighter outlook in this in-
dustry, whick is very important to the
State. Mr. Craig knows that at Dardanup
and other places in his province, the
farmers eould turn hundreds of aeres inio
potato-producing country very quickly, Tf
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it were necessary, they could grow thous-
ands of tons in excess of what is needed.
Nevertheless, I feel that this pew committee
will be a step in the right direction. Mr.
Foster asked me to join that eommittee as
one of the Federal representatives, because
all the other members from Western Aus.
tralia on the advisory committez in the
Commerece Department, had become Stlate
members. I thought it only right, how-
ever, that primary producers should be on
that cowmmittee. I also declined the invita-
tion because I live at the Albany end of
the district and I want practieal represen-
tatives from the South-West to come for-
ward. I support the motion.

HON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East): T
join with other members in extending a
welcome to our two new members. We all
regret the cireumstances which caused the
by-eleetions, but nevertheless the record of
publie serviee of the two newcomers affords
us ample guarantee that they will prove
worthy suceessors to the members we have
lost. I regret omee again that it has not
been possible for the Government to make
more use of the services of private mem-
hers. Although the Premier expressed in
2 leiter whieh he addressed to all of us
a desire for assistance from private mem-
bers, not much effort has been made by the
Government to avail itself of ounr services.
Last April I moved a motion for the forma-
tion of eommittees to assist the various
State Ministers and so utilise our services,
and the Chief Secretary, whilst he eould
not agree with the form of the motion,
assured us that consideration would most
certainly he given to the proposal. He
must forgive me if I feel that the con-
siderafion promised has not been forthcom-
ing. Neither I nor, so far as I know, any
" other member has heard one word more on
the subject.

In discussing this question with members
I gathered that the majority of them wish to
be more closely associated with the work
entatled in econnection with the present
state of emergeney.
regrel that the State Government eannot
avail itself of the enthusiasm of members
to render their portion of serviece. Whether
it is that the Government feels thai the
administration should he left solely to it,
or whether it is that it is just allowing the
position to drift, with Ministers acting as

It is a matter for
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the political heads of departments and the
administration of the affairs of the State
being left solely in the hunds of ecivil ser-
vants, I do not know, Civil servants have
their own work to do and their own prob-
lems to deal with. The position has been
allowed to wove along with litle prepara-
tion to provide for the changes forced
upon us.

We in Parliament cannot be utilised by
the Government, and we can be given only
such information on the position of West-
ern Australia as the average man in the
street can obtain by reading the Press. I
have noticed in the papers on more than
one occasion announcements that the Pre-
mier has been able to give to the Parlia-
mentary Labour Pavty a full and compre-
hensive report, and it dees seem to me that
we are entitled to expect that this Parlia-
ment should be treated at least as well as
the Cancus of the Parliamentary Labour
Party.

Hon. . W. Miles: The Beaufort-street
Labour Party.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: T am referring to
the Parliamentary Labour Party. Beaufort-
street has its own work to do. I have heen
disappointed, and feel somewhat resentful,
that whilst fhat can he done to a seetion of
this Parliament, Parliament itself is not
taken into the confidence of the Government
or the Premier. The nen-Labour supporters
in Western Australia are in just as much
peril as are the Government adherents, and
just as much concerned with present eondi-
tions and the well-being of this State as those
people who stand behind the Government im
this House. Although it is without anv great
degree of confidence, I still cling to some
vestige of hope that the Premier may vet
afford us some fuller information on the
position of Western Amstralia and the place
that we ocenpy, and give an outline of the
dangers likely to confront this State within
the next 12 months. The Siate Government
could help considerably by utilising eur ser-
vices, and those of every public man in this
country, or approaching the Federal Gov-
ernment to do so, in order that their time
and energies might be devoted to breadening
the attitnde of mind of the people and
awakening them more fully to the vital needs
of the moment.

Many members will agree with me that
as yet, although we have progressed some
distanee in this regard, the attitude of mind
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of our people has not reached the stage
when they fully comprehend what is ahead
of them, and realise that this country has
to experience in the near future, and for
perhaps an extensive period, very difficult
conditions. The people will be subject to
discipline, service and sacrifice to as great a
degree as has ever been forced on any peo-
ple of our generation. They have not yet
comprehended that we are engaged in some-
thing more than war; that the stage has
been reached where it is a struggle for sur-
vival in which there will be no losers, be-
eause the losers will be blotied out econo-
mically and culturally, and if the Japanese
over-run this country we will be blotted out
racially. Our people do not yet understand
what is ahead of them. It is for us and
other public men to develop an appropriate
attitude of mind in them, I am afraid it is
beyond our ability to do it with any de-
gree of success uniess more confidence is
shown in the private members of this Par-
YHament,

Much as I admire a lot of the work
achieved by the Prime Minister, I maintain
it is a job too bhig for any one man or any
one Cabinet, or any one Parliament. It is a
job far all of us! It spreads throughout
Australia, although we must confine our re-
marks largely to the conditions in Western
Anstralia. I appreciate to the utmost the
need of this State for a strong, effective
State Parliament. It is a matter for the
keenest disappointment that the State Gov-
ernment should be so ready in this time of
emergeney to leave responsibilities well
within its powers to discharge, to be assumed
by Canberra, or, as happened in the case
of the liquor question, only to act belatedly
when kicked into some form of activity by
the public denunciation of the Prime Min-
ister. The liquor position in this State iz not
satisfactory; a genuine attempt has not
been made to grapple with it. To impose
6 o'clock closing for an indefinite period, is
not a remedy or even a palliative, and many
abuses are still oeenrring under that scheme.
The Press today reports that in Vietoria,
where 6 o’clock closing has been in opera-
tion for some considerable time, great con-
cern is expressed at the abuses that are so
apparent. Before the position is allowed
to drift further, and without waiting until
the Prime Minister or the Commonweslth
Government is forced to take action, some
.effort shonld be made by the State Govern-
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ment te review the situation from a com-
monsense standpoint.

Greater supervision of the lounge and
bottle trades and much more control of
people found under the influence of liguor
in the street, together with a staggering of
trading hours, would go a long way towards
correcting the abuses that are taking place
and would undouhtedly assist the eivil police
in maintaining reasonable behaviour in the
streets of the city. 1 believe that, exeept
perhaps when large bodies of men from
oversea are here for a day or two, the hotels
should be open until an hour later than 6
p-m. A couple of weeks ago a large body
of men from oversea were on leave in Perth,
T was informed that in eentral Hay-strect
on the previous night, nlihough a difficult
position did not aetually develop, all the
possibilities were present. 1 went to see
what steps the military authorities were tak-
ing to control their own men. I should
like to pay a tribute to Chief Inspector
Doyle and Major Harvey on the manner in
which they took and maintained control of
what might have developed into a very diffi-
cult situation. By 6.30 p.m, in central
Hay-street where there ave a eouple of hotels
in which bother might have cceurred at clos-
ing time, the strect wans necarly as normal as
could be expeeted, having regard to the large
number of men on leave. Tt was brought
home to me more forcibly than ever hefore
that with the military authorities playing
their part, the e¢ivil police are well able to
maintain law and order. I think the mili-
tary anthorities were much more effective on
this oceasion than previously because officers
had been placed in charge of the military
police and pickets to take some responsi-
bility. Up to that time I had not seen an
officer in charge of pickets or military
police.

The liquor trade is always subject to a
certain amount of opprobrium. Although
there are one or two what might he termed
plague spots in the town, which ihe ¢ivil
poliee, given the power, would be only too
anxious to clean up, it is within the power
and responsibility of the State Government
to take action without allowing matiers to
drift, as they will drift it we are to he-
lieve what we read in the Press. The pro-
posal of the Prime Minister to the Premiers'
Conferenve has not heen aceepted. I do
not want to see this State again placed in
the position of being subject to regulations
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drawn up in Canberra by some bureancratic
“stuff-shirt” who cares nothing about con-
ditions in Western Australia and knows less.
This is a matter we ourselves ean handle.
If we cannot do so it is a vonfession that
the Government eannot govern the country.

Reference has already been made to the
conditions ohtaining under the lighting
restrictions, 1 may be wrong, but it secms
to me that this is another instance where
the State might have acted hefore the Com.
monwealth came aloeng with its regulations,
which obviously are not suitable to the con-
ditions prevailing in a State of the size of
Western Australia. Maybe the Government
was somewhat disgruntled that this House
dizallowed its regulations. For five wecks
the Government did nothing, and then the
Commonwealth authority was either foreed
by our inaclivity or prevailed upon to re-
imposc regulations almost identical with
those that had been disallowed by this
House, which, in adopting that course,
showed itsclf better aequainted with public
opinion and possessed of a better knowledge
of the conditions obtaining than did the
Government. Our position now is, I think,
not quite as Mr. Piesse mentioned when he
suggested that Western Australia is the
only State whose lighting restricttons are
being regulated from Canberra. We are
in the same position as Vietoria and Queens-
land. The Slates of New South Wales and
South Australia are acting under regulations
of their own. There was no nced for the
State Government, unless it took the view
that it was going to have its regulations,
the whole regulations, and nothing but the
regulations, to let the matfer driff so long
that Mr. Lazzarini took aetion. If he did
not take aection at the behest of the State
Government, he imposed almost -exaetly
gimilar regulations to those disallowed by
this House.

On the point T am now about to mention,
I am not quite clear. Perhaps the Chief
Sceretary will deal with it in his speech. T
have bheen given te understand that it is
not a matter that need necessarily be re-
ferved to Canberra, although the vestrie-
tions are imposed through the authority con-
ferred under the National Security Regula-
tions. The point is that the Premier, who
today seems to have quife extraordinary
powers conferred upon him by the Federal
authority, together with the local military
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commander in ecollaboration, has the right
to bring in such amendments to these re-
gulations as they think desirable. I be-
lieve that the street lighting of Perth could
be inereased considerably, but I am more con-
cerned about the motor car headlight restrie-
tions, particularly as they apply in coun-
try distriets. With the Fremantle Harbour,
if not a beacon, then guite well lit, and
with Rotinest Lighthouse certainly a heacon,
suvely there cannot be much danger if the
restrictions are applied te motor ears
within 25 miles of the eoast. The conditions
are bad enongh in the City of Perth. I
feel that some relaxation eould be made
therc, because a motor car in the Perth
streets at night is little less than a murder
machine. The figures given to Mr. Wood in
reply to a question reveal a terrible state
of affairs, and the Government should not
allow it to continue without making some
effort to find a remedy. Secing that there
has been some lifting of the restrictions iw
a eity like Sydney, which bas heen some-
what closer to the war than we have, there
is ample justification for asking that a rea-
gonable view he taken of the maiter here
and that motor ecar lichting vestrictions be
markedly relaxed in the country areas,

In my provinee a man who takes out his
ear and travels at night is courting suteide.
True, there have not heen so many accidents
in the country as in the ecity, but it is al-
most impeossible to see the road with head-
lights which a while rgo were described as
standard. Now I understand we are to
have something else, and probably there
will be another change later. All this costs
money, and the motorist is not a great deal
better off. I wonder what the position wilf
be if the present lighting restrictions are
continzed. Will the Government, for in-
stance, suspend the operations of the Bush-
fires Act? Under the present lighting
restrictions applying to all the arcas I re-
present, it will be quite impossible for any
farmer to do any burning off or even to
burn a tree off a fence, unless he is pre-
pared to put the fires out at night. This
seems foolish, because even 1,000 acres of
country alight at, say, Dumbleyung, would
not convey to a Japanese bomber that there
are munitions works at Welshpool where we
do not make munitions. The absurdity of
the position could not he heiter illustrated
than by my quoting a report of a meeting,
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which appeared recently in the Wagin
“Argus.” The report stated—

As an instance of the extreme lengths to
which the lighting restrictions go, it was re-
ported that one farmer who had been burning
up a tree which had fallen across his rabbit-
proof fence was instructed by the police to see
that the trec was not left alight hetween the
hours of sunsct and sunrise, A protest through
Mr. Stubbs, M.L.A,, to the Civil Defence Coun-
cil on the absurdity of such am order being
enforced on a farm 10 miles from the nearest
township had elicited the following reply:—

““The order is a Commonwealth one,
drafted by the Commonwealth authorities in
consultation with the military authorities, It
will be appreciated, of course, that a bush
or tree fire might be of assistance to the
encmy ag it would undoubtedly he a local
beacon.”?

The members of the road board left no
doubt as to their opinion of such a red-tape
attitude. I am not surprised at it. If we
are frying by State authority to police
regulations of that sort, God help this State
if it gets unification, which some people
think it should have.

Since the House last assembled, nothing

has been done to counteract the drift that -

is taking place in the affairs of the farm-
ing community. The position is so serious
that it is usecless for us continually to close
our eves to it. The industry today is be-
ing carried on largely by men toe old to
do heavy work. Labour is unprocurable
and all working costs are inereasing. The
great essential in this State—superphos-
phate—is up 30 per cent. in price and is in
diminished supplies. If we are going to
maintain the produection of our industries
on anything like the seale which I think is
necessary and if we are to maintain a
reasonable ceonomy in this State, unless a
marked reduction is made in interest rates,
o moratorinm for the fixed deht charges
will have to he bronght into operation. We
are facing conditions under which costs are
inevitahly rising, and production must in-
evitably decrcase. We cannot expect thons-
ands of men who are little better than on
the borderline—and when I use the term
“‘horderline’’ T do not mean a distriet, but
the distinction between the farmer who ean
farm comfortably with some profit and the
farmer who 1= but merely existing, and
there are thousands of them—to continue
working unless they get some relief from
those fixed charges. The difference be-
tween the conditions of the farmer and his
family compelled, through eircumstiances,
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to endure a mere existence, and those of
the farmer who can obfain employment
either in the Armed Forces or in some eivil
occupation, is so marked that 1t is ridicu-
lows to think that he will earry on his
farming operations.

In my opinion, there will be a lack of
produclion of the eommodities that this
State will need. We are faced now with
some shortages; for instance, potatoes.
Although hutter production is well up, but-
ter and bacon are heing required in in-
ercasing quantities. More and more men
are leaving their farms in the Denmark
area, which is a dairying district and a big
producer of butter and bacon. The pros-
pects are so unfavourable and the fixed
charges and working costs take so much
out of the farmers' returns, that it is not
worth their while to continue their opera-
tions. Some deerease in production is
inevitahle, hut we must maintain, to a
reasonable degree, ouwr State economy. Wo
have to look forward to continuing some
of onr indusiries: one has already been
destroyed, or well-nigh destroyed, owing
to the exigeneies of the war sitvation. T
refer to the goldmining industry. We shall
probably see a deerease in our meaf and
wool production owing to the rationing of
superphosphate, the diffienlty in obtaining
labour and increased working costs. We
shall not require anything like the quan-
tity of wool which hitherto we have been
producing; but we shall certainly need in-
creased supplies of meat if we are to have
an influx of Allied troops. As additional
workers are withdrawn from produection in
these industries, a preater strain will be
placed on the producers remaining,

The wheat industry seems merely to he
eatrying on with an indeterminate death
sentence hanging over its head. Fven at
this stage our wheat farmers do net know
how they will stand next year, and vet half
the fallowing ought to have been done hy
now. They do not know what price they
will receive for their wheat. It has not been
made eclear whether the restrictions on crop-
ping are to continue in this State, the only
section of the Commonwealth singled out in
that respect, and the only one that has heen
so vitally hit by the destruetion of its gold-
mining industry. One would think that at
least the Commonwealth Government might
have tempered the wind to the shorn lamb
and left the question of the reduction of nur
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wheat areas until a little later, and thus
compensate us for what we will lose in gold
production, The Government might at long
. last give congideration to the introduetion
of a moratorium on the fixed debt charges
affecting so many of our primary prodneers,
and not wait until certain things had hap-
pened or certain tragedies had occurred.

There is another matter of topieal inter-
est to which I desire to direct the attention
of the Minisier, in the hope that he will
mention it to the Minister for Agrienltnre,
and that is the problem of shearing. This
will most likely arise next year. We were
somewhat belated in this State in organising
for shearing this vear. That was largely
the reason, I think, for the abandonment of
the attempts made to zone shearing. For-
tunately, many men who have been shearers
are still here in the Military Forees. Up to
date the military authorities ave adopting a
helpful attitude in releasing those men for
limited periods to assist in shearing this
vear. Of course, the military roachine is
slow, and there is some delay, owing to roun-
tine, in getting the men out, but in my
opinion the authorities are proving them-
selves quite genuine. Although there will
be some delay, if those men who have been
applied for—or the great majority of them
—can be released this year, we shall prob-
ably wriggle throngh without too much loss
or inconvenience. Buit no-one can foretell
where our Military Forces will be by this

time next year, so that many of those men

may not then be available.

We must therefore contemplate the neces-
sity for introducing some zoning system.
In that respect, I hope that during the forth.
coming shearing season in the agriculiural
distriets, the Minister will make available
one or two of the members of the committee
dealing with this matter, partienlarly Mr.
AleGarry, the chaivman, to tour the eountey
distriets and see for themseclves the econdi-
tions at shearing time. In this way they will
secure valuable information as to the best
way to organise the shearing next year. Con-
ditions ave not- the same in every distriet.
More sheep are being shorn in our agricmi-
tural districts than in the North-West, but
it seems that in the North-West conditions
are more clearly realised. There will have to
be a working-in with the local authorities
to some extent, and possibly with the owners
of the larger properties, who may have to
make available their plants. I am afraid
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that one member of the committec, Mr.
Murray, the Sheep and Wool Adviser to the
Agricultural Bank, althongh he is un-
doubtedly an expert sheep-breeder——

Memher: Merino.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE : Sheep and wool
is somewhat prone to jump to conclusions
on matters of management and control of
sheep-owner's affairs. One or two of his
statements in recent times have heen alto-
gether too irresponsthle. We therefore ecan-
not kindly contemplate allowing him unduly
to inflaence proposals which may have g
serions effeet on the lives and well-being of
thousands of our people. Before arrange-
ments for zoning are decided upon, the
views of level-headed people eoncerned
should be obtained, To their points of view
full weight shonld be given, otherwise trouble
iz likely to ensue, There would have been
bother in my district between the farmers
and the committee this yesr had the original
zoning proposals been proceeded with,

Hon. H. V. Piesse: The farmers wounld
not have worked at all.

Hon. H. L. ROCHYE: That would have
been part of the trouble. There is another
matter which I think has not yet been
hrought to a econclusion. It is anather of
those instances where, if what I hear is
correct, the State Government has ap-
proached the Federal authorities to shoulder
the responsibility for sometbing for which
it iz not prepared to aceept responsibility
itself. The matter I refer to is purely with-
in the State’s sphere. I heard a repert in
Parliament House that Commonwealth regu-
lations are being promnlgated to cffect the
zoning of cream deliveries to butter factories.
I hope that is not time. With the prineiple
of zoning I bhave no quarrel; but before
zoning is brought ahbout, T want to feel
reasonably satisfied that the farmers wiil
secure at least as good a return by sending
their eream to some other faetorv as they
have heen getting by sending it to a factory
that is possibly outside their district. As I
say, I have only heard this ramour within the

~ preecinets of the House, and I hope it is not

true. I trust the regulation will be a State
one, heeanse even though Parliament may
not always agree with the Government, the
Government shounld, unless it wishes to em-
phasise the trend towards unification, at
least treat Parliament as worthy of taking
some rvesponsibility for affairs which ave
purely of concern to the State. Althongh
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apparently the Commonwealth Government
is not anxious to have the assistance of State
Parliaments in our country’s emergency, 1
do not think there is any eall for us fo
apologise for introdueing matters which may
be purely of Federal eoncern.

Hon. A Thomson: 1t is the only oppor-
tunity we have to voice our opinion.

Hon, H. L. ROCHE: 1 was pleased to
read within the last few days that apparently
at long last the Prime Minister is taking it
on himself to destroy the illusion and every-
thing inherent in that unfortunate “business
as usual” slogan that we followed so ab-
jeclly for the first couple of years of this
war. To my mind that was one of the great-
est weaknesses in onr war effort. It placed
a premium on the complacency and disin-
terestedness and selfish materialism of our
people and that mental attitode has first to
be destroyed before we can bring our people
to face the cold, stark facts, Some of those
facts are not altogether pleasant or com-
forting. I must confess to very grave con-
cern when I realise that after nearly three
years of war and nine months of war against
Japan we are not yet ready to provide every
man in this community with a rifle or fire-
arm or weapon of some sort. Some members
probably know the position is even worse
than that, but that is bad enough. I am not
one of those who believe we must content
ourselves with merely arming our AMF,
even including the V.D.C. If we have io
face up to a Japanese invasion of this

country every man has got to be in it, be-

cause we will go after they get the country
if we do not go in the process, and I think
that most of us would prefer to he in the
position where we could take one of these
“sons of heaven” with us. He eould perhaps
show us the way!

Omissions or weaknesses of that kind in
our war effort ave very disturbing to me
and I feel sometimes that there is some-
thing rottenly wropg with our war effort
and its administration today. There have
been one or two purges of our leaders in
the field, of those men responsible for
strategy and tactics and the handling of our
troops, and I think that we have probably
reached a stage where we are as well served
in that regard as we can hope to be, for the
time being at all events. I very much doubt,
however, from what I ean see of it, whether
the overhauling of our military department
has gone far enough. Administration,
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organisation, and supply count as much i
total warfare as do strategy and efficienc
in the field, and there seems to be very littl
attempt  drastically to re-organise—on
might say revolutionise—that part of (b
Defence Department. All that work seem
still to be carried on in the same old way b
the same old people and we have the spe
tacle of aectual fighting units being unabl
to obtain from Ordnance the equipment r
quired, owing fo the ineptitude, red-tape ¢
lack of interest on the part of some of th
people concerned. Even in our own Stal
—which I understand is not the worst—
seems to he a question in some quarters o
Jjobs and jobs and still more jobs. We hav
captains and majors and all sorts of offices
blossoming out everywhere. We have voun
men doing clerieal and sedentary job
Thera are motor cars and trucks runnin
all round the place often earrying men wh
have never owned a motor car themselve
and who if they had done so would hav
been only too ready to drive it themselve

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: That is the rem
lation.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: It may be, bui it
pretty stupid! We are measuring our wa
effort by the amount we spend. T only wis
we could measure it by the amount that i
being squandered. I am not one who be
lieves that money matters two hoots in thi
war. The only thing that matters is gettin
results, and if money is not at hand we mu:
do the job without it.

Hon, C. B. Williams:
will finish the war.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I doubt it. Es
haustion of resources will finish it.

Hon. €. B. Williams: That is it.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: That, or the ovel
running of our resources by one or other o
our enemies. I doabt very much whether
Minister, no matter how good he is, or eve
his senior officers condueting or trying t
conduet the war machine from Canberra ove
a continent as vast as this, can hope ¢
get any real show of efficiency i
administration and supply unless th
Ministers in charge of the serviee depari
ments have a direet representative ap
pointed to all the major military command
who will have direct access to the Ministe
concerned withont having to approach hip
through the ordinary stereotyped diseiplin
ary channels of the Army with their foolis]
loyalties, regulations and routine. I knot

Cash exhaustio



[13 Avucust, 1942.]

that some people may say that involves the
appointment of politieal commissars sueh as
Russia has or something like that but I do
not see how we can hope for any greater
show of efficiency in any other way, and
we have to get efficiency. We cannot go
on throwing men—that is, blood and guts—
against steel and efficiency indefinitely and
hope to be able to last out this war strong
enough to win it in the end.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Hear, hear!

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: As I said at the be-
ginning of this later portion of my speech,
the Federal Government is not interested in
our views., Yet the position is drifting all
the time and if we cannot make some effort
to bring matters before those who today
are the authorities—ihat is, the people in
Canberra—it seems to me that a very hope-
less outlook is ahead of us when our veal
testing time eomes and that time, to my
mind, is certain to come, whether it be next
month or next year.

On motion by Hon. F.
adjourned,

E. Gibson, debate

House adjourned at 391 pm,

TLegislative Assembly,

Thursday, 13th August, 1942,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m. and read pravers.

QUESTIONS (4).
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister
reprezeniing the Minister for Police: 1,
What is the total number of iraffic aceidents
with fatal consequences which have oceurred
in the metropolitan area from 1st January
to 31st July, 19427 2 Of this total, how
many verdicts of committal for manslaughter
were the outcome of the Coroner’s inquiry?
3, Did the offender, in each case, stand his
trial aceording to law and the Coroner’s
verdiet? 4, If not, the number in this total
that eseaped the law, and the reason for
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the law not being enforced? 5, Of the total
number of fatal accidents, how many open
verdicts were given by the Coroner, and in
these cases, how many were proceeded
against for manslanghter, and the reason for
not proceeding against each case if any
were not dealt with accordingly? €, In
the ygrand total of fatal aceidents in the
period mentioned, and where no action has
been taken by the Crown Law Department
on a charge of manslanghter, have the police
taken aection under the Traffic Act and
securcd verdiets against the offenders?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied: 1, 66 (72 people killed).
2, Three (3). 3, No. 4, Three (3). Nolle
prosequi entered by Crown Law Department.
5, (a) Four open verdicts given. {b) None
proceeded against for manslaughter. (e)
Referred to Crown Law Department who
advised no action, 6, Police have taken
action in six ecases and seecured verdiets in
two, In the other four cases proceedings
have not been finalised. In one case where
the aceused was commiited for trial, he was
transferred to the Eastern States by the
RAAT,

NATIONAL SECURITY ACT.
A3 to Motor Lights.

My. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Mines: In view of the fact that regulation 16
of the lighting of motor vehicles order stipu-
lates that no person shall manufacture, or
sell, or offer for sale, any mask or type of
mask which purports to comply with the pro-
visions of this order without the written eon-
sent of the approving authority—1, Is he
awnre that masks ave heing sold which ean-
not give the preseribed amount of light
allowed by the regulations? 2, Have pur-
chasers of such masks any redress? 3, What,
if any, action is being tsken o prevent the
motor-owning public being exploited in this
way? 4, Is it a faet that experiments are
being made with the object of adopting a
more suitable type of mask? 35, If so, will
he issue instructions freeing motor owners
from the obligations to purchase any type
of mask until the Civil Defence Couneil
finally makes up its mind as to a suitable
type of mask? 6, If not, why not? -

The MINTSTER replied: 1, Yes, but the
order only prescribes the maximum amount
of light. 2, No. 3, There is no exploitation.
The order only requires the amount of light



